
October 14, 2026 – Welcoming the Stranger: Hospitality in World 

Religions 

This lecture explores how diverse spiritual 

traditions frame the ethical and sacred 

responsibility of receiving the outsider. We will 

examine Eastern perspectives, highlighting how 

Hindu teachings on atithi devo bhava (“the guest 

is like God”) and Buddhist values of compassion 

and generosity (dāna) encourage openness and 

care toward all beings.  Turning to Western 

traditions, we will begin with the ancient Greek 

ideal of guest-friendship (xenia), which bound 

hosts and strangers in mutual respect under divine witness. The discussion continues 

through biblical sources, including the Jewish Torah’s repeated injunction to love the 

stranger, the Pauline Epistles’ calls for communal hospitality, and the Christian Gospels’ 

portrayal of welcoming the marginalized as a reflection of divine love. Across these 

traditions, hospitality emerges not merely as social courtesy, but as a profound moral 

practice that bridges difference, affirms human dignity, and reveals the sacred in the 

encounter with the unknown. 
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