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SECTION 1.  Notice of Upcoming Programs 

February 2012 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  TRAVEL DETOUR FOR THOSE COMING TO SAINT SUSANNA VIA ROUTE 

95/128 SOUTHBOUND. DETAILS BELOW, FOLLOWING PROGRAM NOTICES. 

 

 
February 6, 2012 - We Are Your Neighbors – The Rashi School. Rabbi Ellen Pildis, Chaplain to the Rashi 

School, a Jewish Day School within our parish boundaries, will present on the hopes and visions of the school. Why 

has such a school been founded in this day and age, as our Catholic schools diminish each year? What does Rashi 

School hope to do? What kind of education does it feature, and why? We will no doubt learn much about our own 

beliefs from this presentation. 

February 13, 2012 – “Beyond Our Differences,” A Filmed Commentary. This film ran on Bill Moyers Journal 

on 26 Dec. 2008...a remarkable film that focuses upon the idea that religion(s) and humankind should make an effort 

to realize that all religions and peoples have much in common, and good reason to explore the positive likes and 

ignore the negative dislikes that cause wars and so very much suffering. The world would certainly be a much better, 

more positive place if this could be put into practice. 

February 27, 2012 - “As It Is In Heaven,” A Film. Nominated for Best Foreign Film at the 2005 Academy 

Awards®, As It Is In Heaven is the story of Daniel, a successful international conductor who returns to his 

childhood village in Sweden. Soon thereafter, the local church choir seeks him out to solicit his advice. He can't 

refuse, and nothing in the village is the same again. As the amateur choir develops and grows, he is drawn to the 
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people of his old hometown, makes friends and finds love... A beautiful and engaging film, As It Is In Heaven is a 

wonderful story about life and love that is sure to inspire and delight. 

These programs will begin, as usual at 7:00 PM, and conclude at 9:00 PM, at Saint Susanna Parish Hall, 262 

Needham Street, Dedham.  Again, as usual, there is no pre-registration required, and no fee, although voluntary 

donations to cover our costs will be gratefully accepted. 

 

 

DETOUR INFORMATION 

 

For those coming to Saint Susanna via Route 95/128 southbound, please be aware that due to road construction 

it is not possible to reach Saint Susanna Parish Hall via Exit 18, as the bridge is closed.  It is also not possible to 

approach Saint Susanna directly on Great Plain Avenue, Needham, as eastbound traffic on Great Plain Avenue 

is diverted onto Route 95/128. 

 

Take Route 128 (I 95) South to exit 17, Route 135, Needham.  

At the end of the ramp, turn right on to 135 East and go underneath the highway.  

Take a left on to the Route 128 (I 95) North ramp.  

Take Route 128 (I 95) North to exit 18, Great Plain Avenue / West Roxbury.  

Take a left onto Great Plain Avenue, which becomes Needham Street.  

Travel one mile and Saint Susanna Church is on the right.  

All remains the same for those coming northbound on Route 95/128.  

 

 

 

SECTION 2.   Schedule for the 2011-2012 Season 

 

ALWAYS CHECK UPCOMING PROGRAMS (ABOVE) FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION 

 

 

October 17 and 24, 2011 (two sessions) [First session held October 24, second session re-scheduled for March 

19, 2012]  Father Joe Nolan, Boston College Professor and an old friend of Saint Susanna Parish, a frequent 

speaker at AFFC, who is poet, raconteur, professor, liturgist, has a very interesting program to present.  He 

entitles it ―Updating Theology: What Catholics Believe Now, and Why,‖  about baptism and original sin, the 

importance of symbol and myth, eschatology, ecumenism, the Mass, the new status of the laity, lay theologians, 

etc. 

Brief  Outline  of  Father Nolan’s Lecture     

The subject for discussing is UPDATING THEOLOGY:  

What Catholics Believe Now, and Why 

About… 

baptism and original sin.  

biblical scholarship (accepted by the Church since l943) 

the importance of symbol and myth..  

eschatology (judgment, heaven, hell, purgatory. the influence of language and culture) 

ecumenism - the opening to other religions. the end of anti-semitism. 

the Mass - sacrifice? yes. sacramental meal? yes. Adoration? Offering?  

different models (or ways to think) about salvation 

the new status of the laity. the Sant' Egidio movement. Lay theologians. 

an example: what do these people (all orthodox believers!), Thomas Aquinas, N.T. Wright, 

Josef Ratzinger, Karl Rahner, Brian Hebblewaite, Gerald O'Collins, think about death and 

what really does happen?  



These topics should be discussed because the church is divided into two large groups: one 

thinks that truth is unchanging, it must be taught with authority, and unquestioned. The 

other group does not think truth is relative but part of what is called historical 

consciousness; time and culture influence our beliefs and church teaching The church is far 

more aware now of two factors, experience and empathy, that influence the way we believe. 

And act.  
 

REV. JOSEPH T. NOLAN 

Theology Department 

Boston College 

Chestnut Hill, MA  02467 

tel. 617-552-3894. e-mail: nolanj@bc.edu. webpage: josephtnolan.com  

Father Nolan has been teaching theology at Boston College since l973 and before that time 

was a pastor in the Diocese of Wichita, Kansas, where he is incardinated.  His secular 

background before priesthood included service in the U.S Department of Justice, and in the 

U.S Naval Reserve.  

His degrees are from Boston College and Harvard University.   Following Vatican II he 

gave lectures, courses, and seminars by invitation on liturgy and preaching to institutes, 

dioceses, and universities in this country and Canada.   A partial list:   San Francisco 

University, Manhattanville College,  Rockhill University (Kansas City), Notre Dame 

Seminary (New Orleans), Immaculate Heart College (Los Angeles).  Dioceses and 

archdioceses:  Pueblo, Colorado;  Colorado Springs, Colorado; San Antonio, Texas; 

Spokane, Washington;   New Ulm, Minnesota;    Hartford, Conn,;  Burlington, Vermont;  

Marist Fathers, Framingham; Mass;  Franciscan Fathers,  Bonaventure University; Oleans, 

NY; Sacred Heart Fathers, Wrentham, Mass; Archdiocese of Ottawa, Canada; the four 

dioceses of Iowa.  In June, 2005 he gave a four-day institute on liturgy and preaching to the 

diocese of Ballarat, Australia.  He lectures now on Building a Resurrection Faith.  

Publications include many articles on liturgy and theology for the laity in the Catholic 

press,  and the following books: 

The World, the Church, and Preaching.   Liturgical Publications. l996 

They Shall Be Comforted.   Twenty-Third-Bayard Publications,  l998. 

Let the Earth Rejoice.   Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame,  2000. 

A Life in Liturgy: Rediscovering the Mass.  Internet; see josephtnolan.com 

In preparation:    Movement of the Spirit  (or Thoughts for the Journey) 

Building a Resurrection Faith. 

Alternative Prayers for Worship. 

A Preacher's Notebook. 

 
 

 

November 7, 2011 – Women and War: The Lineage of Women Peacemakers. [Successfully concluded.] 

Speaker: Suzanne Belote Shanley, Peace Activist, Poet, and Educator.    She completed her MA in English at 

the State University of New York at Buffalo and a post-Masters Degree (MPhil) in English at Simmons College 

in Boston, MA, where she taught in the late 70’s for three years.  Suzanne has taught college courses at 

Worcester State and Anna Maria College in Paxton, as well as courses at the Paulist Center in Boston, 

workshops and seminars at colleges throughout New England.  She is co-founder of the AGAPE Community in 

Central Massachusetts, a lay Catholic residential community committed to sustainability, prayer, non-violence 

and witness.  Suzanne’s presentation is offered in college and university graduate and undergraduate programs, 

including Gender Studies, Women’s Issues Classes in Women’s Studies Programs, Peace and Conflict Studies 

courses, as well as in parishes. Her presentation includes perspectives on women and war--philosophical, 

spiritual, feminist and psychological. (For more info visit: www.agapecommunity.   [This is a co-production 

with Saint Susanna Peace and Justice Committee.] 
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November 14, 2011 - The Interaction between Islamic Values/Ethics and Western Culture. [Successfully 

concluded.]  Professor Shari Lowin of Stonehill College will speak on this compellingly current subject. 

Dr. Lowin is Associate Professor of Religious Studies, and holds a Ph.D. from the Department of Near Eastern 

Languages and Civilizations, University of Chicago (2002).  She does research on comparative aspects of early 

Islamic and rabbinic intellectual thought, focusing mainly on scriptural exegesis. Her book, The Making of a 

Forefather: Abraham in Islamic and Jewish Exegetical Narratives (2006), traces the mutual influences the 

traditions exerted upon one another as each created the forefather Abraham in their own image. Her current 

project, Sex and God, examines the use of Biblical and Qur`anic characters made by erotic poetry-writing 

Jewish and Muslim religious scholars in medieval Andalusia.  At Stonehill, she teaches various courses on 

Islam and Judaism, including a team-taught LC course that travels with the students to Europe.  Dr. Lowin also 

directs the Middle East and Asian Studies Minor. 

Dr. Lowin’s Research Interests:  

Early Islamic Intellectual Thought, namely: Islamic exegesis (hadith, qisas al-anbiya); Midrash and Rabbinic 

Scriptural exegesis; Islamic-Jewish intertextuality; Andalusian Hebrew and Arabic poetry. 

Selected Publications, Articles & Presentations by Dr. Lowin: 

The Making of a Forefather: Abraham in Islamic and Jewish Exegetical Narratives (Brill, 2006) 

 

 

November 28, 2011 -  The Faces of Homelessness. [Successfully concluded.]  The Massachusetts Housing & 

Shelter Alliance sponsors the Faces of Homelessness Speaker’s Bureau program. The Bureau is comprised of 

homeless or formerly homeless individuals who share their experience with members of the community. The 

purpose of the presentations is to break down existing stereotypes as well as get more people actively involved 

in the fight to end homelessness.  Two speakers will present on this compelling topic.  Part of our ―What is 

Jesus Doing Nowadays?‖ series. 

 

December 5, 2011 –Eyewitness Gaza: Skip Schiel, photo-journalist and peace activist, will do a photo-based 

program based on his Quaker faith and his experiences in Palestine/Israel, documenting the Palestinian and 

Israeli reality.  [Successfully concluded.] 

Gaza City, December 2010 - "Skip Schiel has been documenting the Palestinian and Israeli reality through 

photographs and journal postings since 2003—photographs with a better feel for the detailed texture of life in 

Gaza and the West Bank than any appearing in US media." —Annette Herskovits, Consulting Editor, Turning 

Wheel (of the Buddhist Peace Fellowship) 

Featuring photos, audio and thoughtful narration by Skip Schiel, updated from his recent 2-month trip during 

the winter of 2010, and in the context of the Arab Spring. 

http://michiganpeacenetwork.org/announcements/Skip-Schiel-Photographer-Activist-Midwest-Presentation-

Tour-June-14-19 

 

 

December 12, 2011 - The Ignatian Volunteer Corps – What is Jesus Doing Nowadays?  [Successfully 

concluded.]  Learn about a lay group of persons who dedicate themselves for a period of ten months to doing as 

Jesus has asked us to do.   IVC is mature men and women sharing their skills, talents and life experiences with 

organizations that directly assist people who are poor. At the same time they grow deeper in their Christian faith 

by reflecting and praying in the tradition of the founder of the Jesuits, St. Ignatius of Loyola.  Dave Hinchen, 

Regional Director of the IVC, will speak. 

 

January 9, 2012 – “Of Gods and Men”, A Film.  ?  [Successfully concluded.]  The monks at the Trappist 

monastery in Algeria seem almost to exist outside of time, so it may be a while before we recognize the 1990s 

as the setting for Of Gods and Men. And old traditions cannot escape new warfare in this stirring movie, based 

on a true story that happened at a remote enclave of peaceful, studious priests. These Christian monks minister 

to the largely Muslim (and very poor) villagers in their vicinity, a balance that is threatened by Algeria's Civil 

http://michiganpeacenetwork.org/announcements/Skip-Schiel-Photographer-Activist-Midwest-Presentation-Tour-June-14-19
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War. When nearby radical-Islamist insurgents begin killing foreigners, the monks must face a choice. Will they 

flee to safety--a perfectly rational and understandable decision that will leave the villagers without their only 

source of health care--or will they stay on, secure in their spiritual calling despite the possibility of abduction or 

murder? Director Xavier Beauvois makes an absorbing film from this question, and it's not at all difficult to 

understand why it became an unexpected box-office smash in France (and ended up winning the Cesar award 

for best film of 2010). The film is beautifully cast, and sometimes Beauvois simply trains his camera on the 

lined, weathered faces of his priests, as though allowing those lines to tell the story. Heading the cast is Lambert 

Wilson (of Matrix fame), who leads his men with an almost regal bearing, and veteran actor Michael Lonsdale, 

who quietly inhabits the role of the physician in the group. The film takes time out for quiet contemplation, as 

though understanding that the priests' suspenseful situation is only half the story. The wordless climax, which 

allows the men to be animated by the earthly pleasures of wine and Tchaikovsky, is something of a spiritual 

journey of acceptance all on its own. It's a moment you'll find very difficult to forget. 

 

January 23, 2012 – Mahatma Gandhi.  [Successfully concluded.]  As you know, Gandhi is one of those 

featured in Saint Susanna’s Peace Chapel.  Under the guidance of Peter Hartzel of our Adult Faith Formation 

Commission, we will learn about this fascinating world figure, one of the most important people of the 

Twentieth Century. 

  

February 6, 2012 - We Are Your Neighbors – The Rashi School.  Rabbi Ellen Pildis, Chaplain to the Rashi 

School, a Jewish Day School within our parish boundaries, will present on the hopes and visions of the school.  

Why has such a school been founded in this day and age, as our Catholic schools diminish each year?  What 

does Rashi School hope to do?  What kind of education does it feature, and why?  We will no doubt learn much 

about our own beliefs from this presentation. 

 

February 13, 2012 – “Beyond Our Differences,” A Filmed Commentary.  This film ran on Bill Moyers 

Journal on 26 Dec. 2008...a remarkable film that focuses upon the idea that religion(s) and humankind should 

make an effort to realize that all religions and peoples have much in common, and good reason to explore the 

positive likes and ignore the negative dislikes that cause wars and so very much suffering. The world would 

certainly be a much better, more positive place if this could be put into practice.  

 

February 27, 2012 - “As It Is In Heaven,” A Film.  Nominated for Best Foreign Film at the 2005 Academy 

Awards®, As It Is In Heaven is the story of Daniel, a successful international conductor who returns to his 

childhood village in Sweden. Soon thereafter, the local church choir seeks him out to solicit his advice. He can't 

refuse, and nothing in the village is the same again. As the amateur choir develops and grows, he is drawn to the 

people of his old hometown, makes friends and finds love... A beautiful and engaging film, As It Is In Heaven is 

a wonderful story about life and love that is sure to inspire and delight. 

March 5, 2012 - The Primacy of Conscience:  What happens when our own conscience will not allow us to 

defer to supposed teachings of our church?  You’d be surprised!  Father Bill Kremmell will be our speaker on 

this vital topic.  Fr. Kremmell will discuss what is required in the formation of an ―informed conscience‖ and 

will discuss the integrity needed to act on one.  In a 1968 commentary by then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (now 

Pope Benedict XVI) on the Vatican II document on The Church in the Modern World (Gaudium et Spes), he 

wrote ―Over the pope ... there still stands one's own conscience, which must be obeyed before all else, if 

necessary, even against the requirement of ecclesiastical authority‖  Fr. Bill is a retired Pastor from St. 

Athanasius Parish in Reading and leads retreats and workshops on Spirituality. 

March 12, 2012 - Methods of Prayer:  Jean Brown is a Consultant on Life Topics to the Sisters of Charity of 

Halifax as well as the Ursuline Sisters, and deals extensively with spiritual and religious issues with the sisters 

she works with.  She has years of experience as a Master Teacher and Parish Health Minister, and holds a 

certificate in Spiritual Direction, and she has spoken on many occasions on methods of prayer.  She has recently 

joined the Adult Faith Formation Commission.   Jean will present on some of the many ways we can converse 

with God. 



 

March 19, 2012 - ―Updating Theology: What Catholics Believe Now, and Why,‖  Part Two.  Father Nolan’s 

course, commenced in October, concludes.  See the October 17 and 24, 2011, course description. 

 

May 7, 14, and 21 – Father Steve’s Book Group, featuring a book selected by Father Steve Josoma.  Father 

Steve likes the best books available, and will select the book just a short while before the May program. 

 

***************************************************** 

 

SECTION 3.  Details RE Classes (Time, Location, No-Fee Policy, etc.) 

 

Unless otherwise stated, all sessions are held on Monday evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 pm, in the Parish Hall, 262 

Needham Street, Dedham. There is no pre-registration requirement and there are no fees, although voluntary 

donations are gratefully accepted to cover our speakers' honoraria and our refreshments. For map and directions, 

go to the Directions Page on this web site. In case of cancellation due to inclement weather, we will make every 

effort to post our web site, so check this page for a notice if the weather appears threatening. Come and See! 

 

SECTION 4.  How to Subscribe to Our Email List 

 

Saint Susanna Adult Faith Formation maintains an email list for those interested in our programs. Subscribers 

receive notices approximately once a month, announcing the programs for the coming month, as well as any 

changes.  Last minute changes or additions to our programs are also sent out as soon as possible using this list.  

Cancelations due to snow or other causes are broadcast via this list as well. We do not share the list with others. 

There is, of course, no charge for this service. If you would care to subscribe, just email us at 

 

adults-stsusanna@hotmail.com 

 

There is no particular format for requesting that you be added to the list, just make the request in your own 

words. A confirming email will be sent to you within a week or two.  Should you care to unsubscribe at any 

time, just send us an email with that request, and you will be removed.  

 

SECTION 5.  Our Program History 2002 - 2011 

2010 / 2011 
 

Adam and Eve: Rising Apes or Fallen Angels: Theology and Biology on Evolution 
September 20, 2010, one session  

A live presentation by Dr. John Hart, Professor of Christian Ethics, Boston University School of Theology,  who enlightened 
us on the new and exciting subject of the relationship between Evolutionary Science and Theology. Does Darwin threaten 

Faith?  Can Genesis and dinosaurs co-exist?  Coordinator: Peter Hartzel 
 
 

 Melting Mountains, Burning Bushes: Global Warming and Faith 
September 27, 2010, one session 
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A live presentation by Dr. John Hart, Professor of Christian Ethics, Boston University School of Theology, and consultant to 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.   A must for those trying to reconcile their beliefs with the new developments in 

science.  Is re-cycling a moral imperative? Are tree-huggers the new prophets?  Coordinator: Peter Hartzel 
  
 

Worship Practices and Moral/Ethical Practices: Which is the Cart and Which is the Horse? 
October 18 and 25, 2010 (Two sessions) 

 Live lecture series by Father Joseph Nolan, Professor, Boston College, author of many books, the latest being 
―Rediscovering the Mass.‖  Does our worship and liturgical practice lead us to be good people, or do good people choose 

these types of worship? The two Monday night talks by Fr Joe Nolan explained, in depth, how symbols work, and their 
relation to liturgy.    He learned this as a student under Raimon Panikkar at Harvard, but he presented an understandable 
(even an exciting) theology.  It is, for example, completely wrong and now outdated to say of something that ―it‘s only a 

symbol.‖    How does all this (expressed in our Mass, for example) motivate us to happier lives and building a better 
society?   Or fail to do so?   Is the family meal a key symbol?   Why is baptism, in one sense, the failed sacrament?    

―What‘s a parish to do?‖   The answer he gives – fourfold – is all related to the coming of the kingdom – Jesus‘ favorite 
metaphor – and what that really means. Another big theme is the quality of listening – to written as well as spoken words – 

and this is a powerful statement, drawing upon a great Italian novelist, and Elie Weisel, and the challenge to turn  an 
―objective Christian‖ into a subjective (involved, passionate) Christian.   Interspersed with examples and humor. 

 

Kathy Kelly: “The Cost of War, the Price of Peace” – A Live Presentation 
November 15, 2010 (One Session) 

Kathy, who prior to this presentation had just come back from trips to Afghanistan and Pakistan, is a devoted peace activist, 
pacifist and author who has been nominated three times for the Nobel Peace Prize. She was a founding member of Voices 
in the Wilderness and is currently a co-coordinator of Voices for Creative Nonviolence. She has been part of more than 70 
delegations to Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Gaza, bringing medicine, relief and comfort to people in areas of extreme 

conflict and distress. Kathy has spent time in federal prison for planting corn on a nuclear missile silo site and for crossing 
the line at Fort Benning‘s military training school. Studs Terkel, remarking on her travels and passion for peace, writes, ―Her 

hosts have been the men, women and children whose homes have been under constant fire. Her pilgrimages have one 
purpose: to reveal the lives of war‘s innocent victims.‖ She and her companions embrace the belief that nonviolence 

necessarily involves simplicity, service, sharing of resources and nonviolent direct action in resistance to war and 
oppression. (A Joint Live Presentation with St. Susanna Peace and Justice Committee)   This is the first in a three-part 

series on Modern Day Prophets 
 
 
 
 

Rethink Afghanistan, a film 
November 29, 2010 (One Session) 

Established documentarian Robert Greenwald (―Iraq for Sale: The War Profiteers‖ & ―Outfoxed: Rupert Murdoch‘s War on 
Journalism‖) brings his polemic attacks on US administration policy into the Obama era with this six front attack on the new 

President‘s decision to continue and even escalate the war in a region Al Qaeda has long since vacated.  
The six distinct parts cover such broad subject areas as the cost of the war, security and civilian casualties with the usual 
mix of talking-heads and archive footage with some particularly shocking revelations coming out on the status of Afghan 
women, the potential destabilisation of Pakistan and the futility of an Iraq style troop surge. Professors Robert Pape and 

Andrew Bacevich head up the battalion of experts which includes Brave New Films alumni Pratap Chatterjee of CorpWatch, 
as well as Robert Baer and Graham Fuller of the CIA, and a host of fascinating new comers including author Stephen 

Kinzer, retired Russian general Ruslan Aushev and prospective Afghan president Ramazan Bashardost.  
The reinvented television director wisely steers his impressive assemblage of experts away from the origins of the war in the 
dark days of the Bush regime to expose the continuing myths and misunderstandings which continue to drive the policy of 
the incoming administration to make more of the same mistakes.  (A Joint Production with St. Susanna Peace and Justice 

Committee) (One session) 



 
"Jesus Camp," a film 

December 6, 2010 (One Session) 
An insight into the impact religion makes on the lives of the young.  REVIEW: The feverish spectacle of a summer camp for 
evangelical Christian kids is the focus of Jesus Camp, a fascinating if sometimes alarming documentary. (Shortly after its 
release, the movie gained a new notoriety when Ted Haggard, president of the National Association of Evangelicals, who 

appears near the end of the film, resigned his post amid a male prostitute's allegations of drug use and sexual misconduct.) 
For most of the film, we follow a charismatic teacher, Becky Fischer, as she trains young soldiers in "God's Army" at a camp 

in North Dakota. Some of the kids emerge as likable and bright, and eager to continue their work as pint-sized preachers; 
elsewhere, the visions of children speaking in tongues and falling to the floor in ecstasy are more troubling. Even more 

arresting is the vision of a generation of children home-schooled to believe that the Bible is science, or Fischer's certainty 
that America's flawed system of democracy will someday be replaced by a theocracy. (In one scene, a cardboard cut-out of 

George W. Bush is presented to the children, who react by laying their hands on the figure as though in a religious 
procession.) Filmmakers Heidi Ewing and Rachel Grady maintain neutrality about all this, maybe too much so (they throw in 
some interviews with radio host Mike Papantonio to provide a liberal-Christian viewpoint) and one would like to know more 
about the grown-ups presented here. Power broker Haggard is the creepiest person in the film, an insincere smooth talker 
whose advice to one of the young would-be campgoers comes across as entirely cynical. Time will tell whether the film's 

Christian soldiers will be marching onward. --Robert Horton 

 
Etty, a live dramatic presentation. 

January 24, 2011 (one session) 
Susan Stein performed her one-woman play called "Etty" based on Etty Hillesum's writings (a brilliant, young Jewish woman 
caught in the midst of the Holocaust who wrestled with God, and ultimately accepted the death that came to her).  The play 
has run in New York and internationally.  DESCRIPTION:  ETTY is a touring one-woman theatrical play based on the diaries 

and letters of Etty Hillesum, adapted and performed by Susan Stein. Directed by Austin Pendleton.   Using only Etty 
Hillesum's words, Susan Stein's adaptation brings us to 1943 when Etty, a young Jewish woman, is about to be deported 

out of Holland. As she prepares for the three day journey eastward, she digs deeper into her soul to understand this piece of 
history and root out any hatred or bitterness, believing that humanity is the best and only solution for survival. Etty's words, 
insights and beliefs reach out from the Holocaust and allow us to see the power of hope and individual thought in the most 

extreme circumstances. In her gentle yet forthright way, Etty asks us not to leave her at Auschwitz but to let her have a bit of 
say in what she hopes will be a new world. 

  (A joint production with St. Susanna Peace & Justice Committee.) 
The second in our Modern Day Prophets series! 

 

 

Dr. Alynne MacLean.  A live presentation. 

February 14, 2011 (One session) 

Alynne MacLean quit her job to follow her dream and bring hope to doctors in developing countries. In December 2000, 
Alynne quit her research job at Biogen, Inc. to start Science with a Mission, a non-profit organization that creates low-cost 
diagnostic tests for use in the developing world.  The idea, says Alynne, is to develop tests for kidney disease and other 

ailments that are as simple to use as home pregnancy tests.  Because of donations from U.S. pharmaceutical companies 
and initiatives by the World Health Organization, doctors in countries like the Dominican Republic have access to the drugs 
they need to treat many diseases.  But they don‘t have the tools they need to diagnose those diseases.  After finishing her 
degree at Gordon College, Alynne knew she wanted to go on and get her doctorate in chemistry.  First, she worked for two 
years and stayed home to help her mother after her dad died during her senior year of college.   While looking at graduate 
schools, Alynne wanted to find a program that would allow her to help people as well.  ―In the background was always this 
concern, ―she says.  ―I even prayed and asked if I was supposed to be a missionary.  I told God, ‗O.K., you gave me this 

passion for chemistry and this desire to help people in the developing world.  Tell me what I am supposed to do.‘‖    Yet she 
says ―I am not suffering for the Lord—I am doing something I love.  I love being in the lab and seeing it all come together.‖ 



   A joint presentation with St. Susanna Peace and Justice Committee.  The third in this year’s Modern Day Prophets 
series 

 
Why Four Gospels? 

March 14 and 21, 2011 (Two sessions) 
Deacon Larry Bloom presented on the interesting questions: Why Four? Why not One?  Why not Eleven?  A live 

presentation on the many scriptures in existence during the early centuries of the Church, how some were accepted and 
some were rejected, and why. 

 

 
― ‗Heaven’s Bottom Rung is Heaven’: Spiritual Ecumenism in a Time of Fragmentation‖, 

March 28, 2011 (One session) 
A live presentation by Dr. Mark S. Burrows, Professor of the History of Christianity, Andover Newton School of 

Theology, who presented on a spiritual approach to Christian Unity.  Mark Burrows, Ph.D., joined the faculty of Andover 
Newton Theological School in 1993, where he is currently Professor of the History of Christianity and director of the program 
in Worship, Theology, and The Arts. Author and editor of numerous books and more than fifty articles, his writings explore a 
range of topics related to medieval mysticism, aesthetics, poetics, and contemporary culture. He is an ordained minister of 

the United Church of Christ, and serves the denomination in its ecumenical partnership with the Protestant church in 
Germany.  He is also an oblate at Glastonbury Abbey in Hingham, MA, where he regularly teaches a course on the poetic 

theology of Bernard of Clairvaux. 

Catholics in America:  Four Centuries Looking for the Kingdom 
April 4 and 11, 2011 (Two sessions) 

A review of the Catholic presence in America from the colonial period to the present.  Peter Hartzel, presenter. 

 
Seder Supper 
April 19, 2011 

Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 

Father Steve's Book Group 
May 2, 9 and 16, 2011 (Three sessions) 

An annual tradition.  This year's selection was Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion, by Gregory 
Boyle (Free Press, a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc., New York, 2010). 

Fr. Steve Josoma was Discussion Leader. 
 

Reviews of the Book  
From Publishers Weekly  

Starred Review. In this artful, disquieting, yet surprisingly jubilant memoir, Jesuit priest Boyle recounts his two decades of 
working with homies in Los Angeles County, which contains 1,100 gangs with nearly 86,000 members. Boyle's Homeboy 
Industries is the largest gang intervention program in the country, offering job training, tattoo removal, and employment to 

members of enemy gangs. Effectively straddling the debate regarding where the responsibility for urban violence lies, Boyle 
both recounts the despair of watching the kids you love cooperate in their own demise and levels the challenge to readers to 
stand in awe at what the poor have to carry rather than stand in judgment at how they carry it. From moving vignettes about 

gangsters breaking into tears or finding themselves worthy of love and affirmation, to moments of spiritual reflection and 
sidesplittingly funny banter between him and the homies, Boyle creates a convincing and even joyful treatise on the 

sacredness of every life. Considering that he has buried more than 150 young people from gang-related violence, the joyful 
tenor of the book remains an astounding literary and spiritual feat.  

"An astonishing book . . . about suffering and dignity, death and resurrection, one of my favorite books in years. It is lovely 
and tough and tender beyond my ability to describe and left me in tears of both sorrow and laughter."—ANNE LAMOTT, 

AUTHOR OF GRACE (EVENTUALLY)  



"Sometimes we are allowed to see in our own lifetimes what we were supposed to see in the life and ministry of Jesus. 
Read, and let your life be changed!" —FATHER RICHARD ROHR, O.F.M., CENTER FOR ACTION AND 

CONTEMPLATION, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO  
 
 

 

2009 / 2010 
 

 

Can Morality Be Legislated - And At What Price? 
September 14 and 21, 2009, two week series 

Theme:  What is "morality" anyway?  Why are some "bad" things perfectly legal, and some "good" things prohibited by law?  
Why are some things fine in one country and severely prohibited in another? Why not have the legislators just make 

everything that is bad illegal and then send them home for good?  Who benefits from having bad things be perfectly legal?  
Why are moral codes and legal codes not exactly the same, wouldn't that be easier on all of us?  These and many other 

questions were addressed in this course.  The Instructor: Deacon Larry Bloom, who holds a Doctorate from Harvard 
University with concentrations in ethics and legal history, and has been teaching in adult formation for over thirty years. 

Coordinator: Deacon Larry Bloom 

 
Meditation: Nexus of the Secular and the Spiritual 

October 5 and 19, 2009, two session series 
This course provided access to two tried and true avenues for approaching God and reaching inner peace, long known as 

effective and uplifting but sadly not often explored or utilized in our modern Western culture. Featured Speakers: Prof. 
Christopher Ives, Chair of Religious Studies, Stonehill College, spoke October 5 on Meditation; Father Harvey Egan, SJ, Dr. 

Theol., Professor of Theology, Boston College, spoke October 19 on Christian Mystics.  Coordinator: Peter Hartzel 
 
 

Can the Church Keep its Young People? 
October 26, 2009, a one session program 

Featured Speaker: Sister Nancy Corcoran, CSJ, Catholic Chaplain at Wellesley College and author.    Ever hopeful in the 
face of overwhelming odds, Nancy shared stories, insights and possibilities she has gained in the last twenty years as she 
reflected on the thoughts the younger generation share with her on a consistent basis.  Nancy Corcoran, csj is the Catholic 
Chaplain at Wellesley College and a Provincial Counselor for the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet (St. Louis Province).  

Her academic background includes Regis College, St. Louis University Divinity School, Boston College, Black Catholic 
Institute, Mexican American Cultural Center, Dar al Islam, and finally she ended up at Harvard Divinity School. Coordinator: 

Deacon Larry Bloom 
 
 

St. Peter's Basilica, the Church's Church, from Constantine to the Imperial Papacy 
November 9 and 16, 2009, two week series 

 A study of St. Peter‘s Basilica, from the original basilica donated to the pope by Emperor Constantine in 326 C.E. to the 
second basilica‘s ―completion‖ in the mid-1600s.  Included among many topics was a look at the Renaissance Papacy, the 
role of the pope as a secular ruler of the Papal States, the unfortunate results of the squandering and rampant corruption in 

the church‘s construction, the many artists and other geniuses who contributed to the final result, and the connection 
between the fundraising ―indulgence scandal‖ and the beginnings of the Protestant Reformation.  Featured Speaker: 

Deacon Larry Bloom 
 
 

Renewing the Earth: Catholic Documents on Peace, Justice and Liberation 



November 30, 2009 a one session program. 
(Produced jointly with Saint Susanna Peace & Justice - Outreach Committee) Featured speaker: David J. O'Brien, 
Ph.D., Loyola Professor of Roman Catholic Studies at the College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, who spoke on  his 

seminal work on this subject. 
 
 

The Diary of Sacco and Vanzetti 
December 7, 2009, single session 

Video presentation with comments from and discussion with the writer/director/producer.    David Rothauser of 
Brookline has produced a docu-drama about the Sacco-Vanzetti case, titled The Diary of Sacco and Vanzetti, that 
has been broadcast on WGBH-TV. Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were two Italian immigrants to America 

who were executed in 1927 after they were convicted of killing two people during a robbery at a shoe factory in 
South Braintree, Massachusetts. The trial took place right here in Dedham. Their controversial trial became a 

political firestorm fueled by the anti-immigration hysteria that gripped post-World War I America. Many will see a 
parallel with today‘s anti-immigrant rhetoric.  In this unique docu-drama, shot on location around Boston and 

Dedham where the actual events of the case took place, Rothauser portrays Vanzetti and uses Vanzetti's own 
letters, speeches and documents to revisit one of the nation's most notorious criminal cases.    Mr. Rothauser, who 
was with us in person on the evening of December 7 for commentary and discussion, began his career as an actor 

while living in Paris, France.  As a writer Mr. Rothauser was awarded a First Place Massachusetts Artists 
Fellowship for his stage play THE FIRST ALL-AMERICAN PRESIDENT, and won a Blue Ribbon at the American 
Film Festival in NY for A GOOD EXAMPLE: Bertolt Brecht and HUAC. David is a recipient of the Sacco-Vanzetti 

Social Justice Award from the Community Church of Boston for this film. 
  
 

Origins of Christian Traditions and Beliefs: Zoroaster 
January 11, 2010, a one session program 

A presentation in lecture form on the influence of the ancient faith of Zoroastrianism on the Christian faith system.  Course 
Description: Did you ever wonder why God passed on such great teachings and stories just to this little group of Israelites, 

and then to this even smaller group of Christ-followers, by way of the Bible?  But wait! What if it turns out that many of these 
teachings and stories WERE given to others, maybe in slightly different form, maybe exactly as given in the Bible, 

sometimes centuries before they ever showed up in the Scriptures?  Wouldn't you like to learn more about that?  If so, then 
this program is right for you, as we begin a potential series of programs on precursors to Judaeo-Christian beliefs. 

Featured Speaker: Peter Hartzel. 
 

On the Waterfront 
February 8, 2010, a one session program 

An Audio-Visual Presentation in DVD form, "On the Waterfront," a classic film in which Marlon Brando and Karl Malden play 
out the Christian ethical dilemma in a modern setting. Cited as the premier performance of Karl Malden. Discussion 

followed.  
 
 

Early Christianity 
March 8 – 22, 2010, three sessions 

 A three part series providing insight into the cultural, social and theological cauldron in which Christianity took form in the 
post Apostolic period (64-311 C.E.) 

· The Roman Persecutions / Christian Martyrs - March 8  
· Evolution of Creedal Christianity - March 15  

· 1st Century Roman and Jewish Culture- March 22 
Presented by Professor John Lanci of Stonehill College and Peter Hartzel of the Saint Susanna Adult Faith Formation 

Commission.  Professor Lanci (along with Professor Mary Joan Leith) was with us last season in the multi-part series on 
Saint Paul, which all found revealing, worthwhile - and hilarious.  He has written extensively on the early Church.  Peter 
Hartzel is one of the experienced instructors on the Saint Susanna Adult Faith Formation Commission.  He has taught 



several series in our programs, including courses on Christian Agents of Change, The Crusades, The Inquisition, Religious 
Symbolism and the Religious Experience in America.  

 
 

Seder Supper 
March 30, 2010 

Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 
 

Film: Pray the Devil Back to Hell 
April 12, 2010, single session 

“Pray the Devil Back to Hell” has won multiple awards and rave reviews.  This program was presented in collaboration 
with the St. Susanna Peace and Justice Committee. The film is about women from Liberia who, non-violently and creatively, 

stand up to the government. 
 
 

Emerging Christianity 
April 19, 2010, single session 

We presented a video of the very dynamic Fr. Richard Rohr, O.F.M. followed by a discussion moderated by Dr. Don 
Pachuta, who attended both national conferences sponsored by Fr. Richard. The Emerging Church is reputed to be  the 

most exciting and inspiring movement in Christianity in the last 500 years. 
 
 

Eastertide Scripture Study Program: The Hebrew Scriptures 
April 26, May 3, 10 and 17, 2010, four session program 

Each week we hear readings from what we call the Old Testament, and this was an opportunity to learn about  them in 
depth in this course.  Cited were the numerous references to these scriptures by the New Testament writers and we 

examined whether they had anything to do with Jesus of Nazareth. We looked though the eyes of Jewish scholars to see if 
there really is a Judeo-Christian heritage.  Featured Speaker: Dr. Don Pachuta. 

 
 

A Special Presentation: Sister Nancy Kehoe, Ph.D. 
Presentation and Book Signing 

April 29, 2010, single session 
Noted author Sister/Doctor Nancy Kehoe, RSCJ, of the Harvard Medical School faculty spoke on the topic of her latest 
book, Wrestling with Our Inner Angels: Faith, Mental Illness, and the Journey to Wholeness.   Anyone with mental 
health issues in the family or among one's friends would find this topic immensely helpful, as it explores the until-recently 

unexamined relationship between faith and mental health. 
 
 

Father Steve's Book Discussion Group 
 How Big Is Your God? The Freedom to Experience the Divine 

By Paul Coutinho, SJ 
June 7, 14, 21, 2010, three sessions 

Discussion Leader: Father Steve Josoma 
 

 
 

2008 / 2009 
 

 



Christian Agents of Change 

September 22 through October 6, 2008, three week series 

 Francis and Clare of Assisi: Heralds of Modernity 

 Martin Luther: Monk in the Middle 

 Pierre Teilhard deChardin: Toward the Future 
Instructor/Coordinator: Peter Hartzel 

  
 

Islam 
October 20 and 27, 2008, two week series 

Dr. James Morris, Professor of Islamic Studies at Boston College, has previously taught at Princeton University and the 
Sorbonne in Paris.  He has published many books in the field, three since 2004, and has another in print.  Professor Morris 

led off the course with the basic teachings of the Qur‘an and hadith in an introduction to the religion of Islam, entitled 
“Surrendering to Peace”: the Qur’an and Foundations of Islam.  He was followed in the second week by Riham Bahi, 

Ph.D., from the faculty of Cairo University, a visiting professor at Bryant University in Rhode Island and a Fulbright recipient, 
who spoke on “Contemporary Islam in the Middle East Region.”  Coordinators: Linda & Nancy Bates 

 
 

The Life and Work of St. Paul 
November 3, 10 and 17, 2008, three sessions 

Professors Mary Joan Leith and John Lanci of Stonehill College in a Socratic dialogue format presentation.  Topics: 
11/3  Paul‘s experience of/understanding of Jesus ~  Paul‘s understanding of his mission ~  Paul as a missionary of Christ 

in the Greco-Roman world and its challenges  
11/10 Paul and Women ~ Paul and the question of Jews and Gentiles 

11/17 Paul and the Roman Empire ~ Peter and Paul 
Coordinators:  Betty Murray, Sally Gould, Arlene DiPhillipo, MaryBeth Kabat 

 
 
 

Film: For the Bible Tells Me So 
December 1, 2008, single session 

A significant film on a topic of great importance in the current age.  The film, 98 minutes, was followed by a voluntary 
discussion period.  Winner of the Audience Award for Best Documentary at the Seattle International Film Festival, Dan 
Karslake's provocative, entertaining documentary brilliantly reconciles homosexuality and Biblical scripture, and in the 
process reveals that Church-sanctioned anti-gay bias is based almost solely upon a significant (and often malicious) 

misinterpretation of the Bible. As the film notes, most Christians live their lives today without feeling obliged to kill anyone 
who works on the Sabbath or eats shrimp (as a literal reading of scripture dictates).  

Through the experiences of five very normal, very Christian, very American families -- including those of former House 
Majority Leader Richard Gephardt and Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson -- we discover how insightful people of faith handle 
the realization of having a gay child. Informed by such respected voices as Bishop Desmond Tutu, Harvard's Peter Gomes, 
Orthodox Rabbi Steve Greenberg and Reverend Jimmy Creech, FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO offers healing, clarity and 

understanding to anyone caught in the crosshairs of scripture and sexual identity. 
Coordinators: Nancy & Linda Bates 

 

 

Ethnicity, Race and Religion: The Rwanda Experience 
January 26, 2009 – Single Session 

A presentation with audio-visual material by Carol Geyer of The Paraclete Foundation, who recently spent several months in 
Rwanda in connection with the work of the Foundation, which works with the education of the poor in both South Boston 



and Rwanda.  A nice counterpoint to our more academic programs. The presentation was packed with interesting and 
emotion-laden facts on faith and religion enmeshed in race and politically engendered genocide. 

Coordinator: Peter Hartzel 
 

 

Celtic Christianity: A Sacred Tradition, A Vision of Hope 

March 9, 2009 - Single Session 

Father Timothy Joyce, OSB, Sub-prior of Glastonbury Abbey, presented on a subject well known to him, the topic of his 

recent book.  He spoke on the relevancy of the Celtic beliefs and culture for today‘s Christians and with a world-wide view 

for all religions. 

Coordinator: MaryBeth Kabat 

 

Current Christian Anti-Semitism 
March 16, 2009 - Single Session 

Father Walter Cuenin, STD, Catholic Chaplain at Brandeis University, discussed a topic which is particularly timely, given 
the current controversy between the Jewish community and the Vatican over the remarks of  Bishop Williamson, recently 
relieved of his excommunication by Pope Benedict.  Unfortunately, anti-Semitism within the Christian churches is not just 
historical fact but a current reality.  Father Cuenin spoke from his own personal experience of many years as an active 

participant in the Jewish-Christian dialogue. 
Coordinator: Verona Mazzei 

 
 
 

Faith Communities and The Spiritual Imperative of Environmentalism 
March 23 and March 30, 2009 - Two Sessions 

On March 23 we presented the award-winning documentary film ―Renewal‖, which depicts faith communities – Christians, 
Jews, Muslims, Buddhists – and how they tackle environmental problems around the country. The producer of the film, 

Marty Ostrow, came and spoke as well as answering questions.  On March 30, Dot Walsh of the Peace Abbey appeared 
with a short film and presentation on food choice as a spiritual practice that contributes to the healing of the planet.  Father 

John Dear‘s publication on this topic was available as a handout that evening. 
Coordinator: Pat Ferrone 

   
 

A Special Night with Father Joe Nolan 
March 26, 2009 - Single Session 

Father Joe Nolan, Emeritus Professor at Boston College, Liturgist, Poet, Raconteur, presented on his new book, A Life in 
Liturgy: Rediscovering the Mass, which recounts his life in the liturgy and the liturgical changes since the Second Vatican 

Council. 
Coordinator: Christie Syner 

 
 

Seder Supper 
April 7, 2009  

Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 

Bible Study: 
Are the Six Gospels and the Eastern and Western Churches talking about the same Jesus? 

April 27 -  May 18, 2009 – Four sessions 



Yes, we have at least six gospels if you count the source Gospel Q and the Gospel of Thomas. A marked difference exists 
in the Jesus of each gospel and between them and the Christ of Paul‘s Epistles. Since the Eastern Churches were 
established first, why are there such drastically different ideas, interpretations, and theology from the West?  
Instructor/Coordinator: Dr. Don Pachuta.  

 
 

An Evening with James Carroll and His New Book, Practicing Catholic 
Presentation and Book-Signing  

April 30, 2009, single session 

PRACTICING CATHOLIC is a personal history of the American Catholic Church during Carroll's lifetime.Practicing Catholic 
is for the millions of practicing, questioning, or lapsed Catholics and others who are searching for a way to reconcile the acts 
of Church leaders with the faith and the Church they still want to claim as their own.  James Carroll is a columnist for The 
Boston Globe and a bestselling author.  His 2001 book, Constantine’s Sword: The Church and the Jews: A History (2001), 
was a New York Times bestseller and was honored as one of the Best Books that year by the Los Angeles Times, the 
Christian Science Monitor, and others.  Coordinators: Christie Syner, Linda Bates 

 
 

Father Steve's Book Discussion Group 
 James Carroll's Practicing Catholic. 
June 1, 8 and 15, 2009, three sessions 

Discussion Leader: Father Steve Josoma 
 
 
 

2007 / 2008 
 

 

Faithful Dissenters 

September 10 - October 1, 2007 - Four week series 
Father Steve Josoma and guest speakers presented on those valiant and courageous Catholics who, despite vigorous 

opposition from the church hierarchy, present different views of the church while remaining within it.   
September 10 –   Historical and current struggles within the Church - Fr. Stephen Josoma, St. Susanna‘s Parish and 
Attorney Sharon Harrington, St. Albert the Great Parish (Weymouth, Ma) 
September 17 –   The Liberation Theology Movement - James B. Nickoloff, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Religion, Holy 
Cross College  
September 24 –   A Matter of Conscience - Fr. James Keenan, SJ, STD, Professor of Theological Ethics, Boston College 
October 1 –  Women in the Church: Crises and Controversies - Mary Ann Hinsdale, IHM, Ph.D., Professor of Theology, 
Boston College 

Coordinators:  Fr. Steve Josoma, Linda Bates, Pat Ferrone 
 
 

Special Event: Author Nancy Corcoran, CSJ 
September 18, 2007 

Author Sister Nancy Corcoran spoke on her book, 
Secrets of Prayer: A Multifaith Guide to Creating Personal Prayer in Your Life 

Coordinator: Christine Syner 
 
 

What is Jesus Doing Nowadays? 
October 15 – 29 - Three week series 

October 15 … Scott Schaefer-Duffy‘s presentation on ―Becoming a Peacemaker: An Evening with International Peace 
Activist and Catholic Worker Scott Scaeffer-Duffy 

October 22 … ―Gospel Walking With the Poor‖ presented by Sister Nancy Braceland 



October 29 … Lou Maloof on the Situation in Palestine 
Producers: Arlene DePhillipo, Pat Ferrone 

 
 

Issues and Events in Church History 
November 19, 2007 – January 7, 2008, plus June 2, 2008 (snow date)  (Seven week series) 
November 19 – The Churches Founded by the Apostles: What a Difference Millennia Make 

Presenter: Dr. Don Pachuta 
November 26 – From Community to Creeds: The Development of Authority, Dogma and Doctrine 

Presenter: Dr. Don Pachuta 
December 3 – The Crusades: Islam Meets the West – Success or Failure 

Presenter: Peter Hartzel 
December 10 – Heresy and Inquisition 

Presenter: Peter Hartzel 
December 17 – Missionaries, Conversion and Proselytism 

Presenter: Patrick Provost-Smith, Ph.D., Professor of the History of Christianity, Harvard Divinity School 
January 7– Divisions in the Church – Part One: The Chalcedon Split and the Great Schism 

Presenter: Deacon Larry Bloom 
June 2, 2008 (Originally scheduled for January 14) – Divisions in the Church 

Part Two: The Reformation 
Presenter: Deacon Larry Bloom 

Producers: Peter Hartzel, Don Pachuta, Deacon Larry Bloom 
 
 

Religious Symbols: The Real Deal 
January 28, 2008 – February 11, 2008 (Three week Series) 

January 28, 2008 – Symbolism and the Modern World 
Presenter: Dr. Ann Wetherilt, Professor and Chair, Dept. of Religious Studies, Emmanuel College 

February 4, 2008 – An Overview of Symbols 
Presenter: Peter Hartzel 

February 11, 2008 – Use of Greek Characters in Church Symbolism and Church Symbolism of Early Twentieth Century 
Presenter: Deacon Larry Bloom 

Producer: Peter Hartzel 
 
 

Celebrating Women 
February 25 – March 3, 2008 (Two Week Series) 

February 25, 2008 – Sister Patricia Norton Speaking on Her Life as a Minister 
And Her Hopes for the Future 

March 3, 2008 – ―Don‘t Call Me A Saint‖ - A video presentation 
of the life of 

Dorothy Day, Founder of the Catholic Worker Movement 
Program Coordinators: Betty Murray, Sally Gould 

 
Seder Supper 
March 18, 2008 

Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 
 

A  Resurrection People 
March 31 and April 14, 2008 

A Two-Part Presentation by Noted Author and Emeritus Professor at Boston College 



Father Joseph Nolan 
Producer: Betty Murray 

 
 

Religious Environmentalism 
April 7, 2008 

A Lecture Presentation by 
Professor Roger S. Gottlieb, Professor of Philosophy, Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
And Author of A Greener Faith: Religious Environmentalism and Our Planet‘s Future 

Producer: Linda Bates 
 

Book Discussion Group 
April 28 through May 19, 2008 – Four week series 
CALLED TO QUESTION: A SPIRITUAL MEMOIR 

By Sister Joan Chittister, OSB 
Discussion Leader:  Rev. Stephen Josoma 

 
Special Event: Bishop Geoffrey Robinson 

May 29, 2008, single session 
A lecture by Bishop Geoffrey Robinson based on his book 

Confronting Power and Sex in the Catholic Church: Reclaiming the Spirit of Jesus 
Co-Sponsored by Boston Council, Voice of the Faithful 

Co-Coordinator for St. Susanna Adult Formation: Christine Syner 
Co-Coordinator for Boston VOTF: Sharon Harrington 

 
 

2006 / 2007 
 
 
 

Forbidden Books 
September 11, 18, 25, 2006 – Three week series 

The Gospel of Judas, the Gnostic Gospels of Mary Magdalene, Philip and Thomas, other Gnostic texts, 
and comparative review of The DaVinci Code 

Producer/Presenter: Deacon Larry Bloom 
 
 

Evenings of Scripture Study 
Periodically throughout the Fall, 2006 

Producer/Presenter: Don Pachuta, M.D. 
 

Gospel Non-Violence: The Great Failure, the Only Hope 
October 16, 23, 30, 2006 – Three week series 

Speaker: Rev. Emanuel Charles McCarthy, Nobel Prize Nominee 

[Co-Presented by Parish Outreach Committee, Pat Ferrone, Chair]  Coordinators:  Linda Bates, Nancy Bates. 
   

        
Major Issues in Catholic Ethics 

November 6 – November 27, 2006 – Four week series 
November 6......End of Life Care - Speaker: Edwin Cassem, SJ, MD, Chief of Psychiatry, Mass. General Hospital 

November 13......Stem Cell Research: The Global AIDS Epidemic, Presented by:  Don Pachuta, M.D. 
November 20......Capital Punishment: Legal and Moral Issues – Speakers: Honorable Paul Chernoff, Associate Justice, 

Massachusetts Superior Court, 



and Rev. Stephen Josoma 

November 27......The Moral Teachings of the Catholic Church: The Challenge of Interpretation- 
Speaker:  Rev. Walter Cuenin, STD, Catholic Chaplain, Brandeis University 

Coordinator: Don Pachuta, M.D. 

 
A Day of Scripture 

(Based on Introduction to the New Testament by Rev. Raymond Brown) 
November 11, 2006 

Producer/Speaker: Don Pachuta, M.D 
 
 

America the Religious: Mayflower to the Moral Majority 
January 8, 22, February 5, 12, 2007 – Four week series 

A Study of the Religious Experience in America 
Produced/Presented by: Peter Hartzel 

 
 

The Sacraments: History & Practice 
March 5, 12, 26, 2007 – Lenten series – Three week series 

Speakers: Rev. Walter Cuenin, STD, Catholic Chaplain, Brandeis University, and Rev. Joseph Nolan, Emeritus Professor, 
Boston College 

March   5......Overview of History of the Sacraments – Fr. Cuenin 

March 12......Baptism and Confirmation, and other Sacraments – Fr. Cuenin 
March 26......Eucharist and Reconciliation, and other Sacraments – Fr. Nolan 

Coordinators:  Elizabeth Murray & Sally Gould 
 
 

Special Event: Resurrection Chorale 
March 30, 2007 

Oratorio by St. Patrick‘s Players 
Coordinator: Christine Syner 

 
Seder Supper 
April 3, 2007 

Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 
 
 

Cosmology: Fundamentals of Creation - Mysteries of the Universe, Long Ago and Far Away 
April 16, 2007 

Speaker: Prof. Alessandro Massarotti, Department of Physics, Stonehill College 
Coordinators: Teri Seeley & Peter Hartzel 

 
 
 

Scripture Study: Controversies in Scripture 
April 23 – May 21, 2007 – Five week series 

April 23. The Place of the Jews in scripture and for the next two millennia.  An in-depth look at the history of the Jewish 
people, especially in regard to their treatment by Christians, then and now. 
Speaker: Rev. Walter Cuenin, STD, Catholic Chaplain, Brandeis University 

April 30. Women in the New Testament  the Early Church, and now. Jesus above all, upheld thedignity and  importance of 
women, at a time when all the cultures of his day held them as nothing more than slaves to men.This is especially so in the 



gospels of Luke and John. We explore the scriptures and the writings of the early and later fathers and doctors of the 
Church, as well as the errors in translation, deliberate or otherwise. 

Speaker: Don Pachuta, M.D. 
May 7. Secrets of Scripture. For millennia and today, people search for hidden meanings in the bible. Of all the many 

controversies in the interpretation and exegesis of scripture, translation lies at the source of most. We explore the historical 
context of some key books, as well as major errors in translation of Hebrew and Greek. We explore the nature of sin and 
evil, in an attempt to answer everyone‘s  burning question of why is there evil in the world, and to examine how theses 

concepts overtook love as the dominant theme of our religion. 
Speaker: Don Pachuta, M.D. 

May 14. The scriptural and early fathers’ interpretation of the Incarnation, Ministry, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus.  Why 
we believe what we believe. What is the critical difference between the early church, the early fathers, and the present time, 

on how these sacred mysteries at the heart of our religion are held? 
Speaker: Don Pachuta, M.D. 

May 21. The Book of Revelation . We conclude this year‘s scripture with the last and most controversial book of the New 
Testament. This book belongs to a genre called apocalyptic literature. Is this book prophetic, historical, imaginary, a 

warning, or a combination? Why did early Christian communities reject it? Why do most people not want to read or study it? 
Speaker: Don Pachuta,M.D. 

 
 
 

Book Discussion Group 
June 4 – 25, 2007 – Four week series 

THE PRACTICAL PROPHET by Bishop Ken Untener 
Discussion Leader:  Rev. Stephen Josoma 

 
 

2005 / 2006 
 

 
Hot Buttons for Catholics 

September 19 – October 24, 2005 
Five week series 

September 19……..The Papacy - Professor Patricia deLeeuw, Boston College 
September 26…….The Priesthood of the Laity - Fr. Walter Cuenin Pastor 

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, Newton, MA 
October 5……The Church and Sexuality - Fr. Joe Marchese, Boston College 

October 17……Emotional and Psychological Implications of Being a Catholic in an 
Age of Transition – Fr. James Burns, Ph.D., McLean Hospital 

October 24……The Changing Face of the Church in Boston 2000-2005 – Discussion Panel 
Steve Kreuger- Co-founder VOTF 

Senator Marian Walsh 
Fr. Robert McMillan, S.J., Archdiocesan Planning Office 

Sister Mary Ann Doyle, CSJ, Planner, Archdiocesan School Office 
Rev. Stephen Josoma 

Coordinator: Don Pachuta, M.D. 

 
 
 

Women in the Church 
November 21 – December 12, 2005 

Three week series 



November 21……Mary Magdalene – Video and discussion 
November 28……Great Women of The Church - Professor Patricia deLeeuw, Boston College 

December 12……The Future of Women in the Church - Mary Jane England, M.D., President, Regis College 
Coordinator:  Sally Gould 

 
 
 

Special Event: “A Dancer’s Christmas” 
December 12, 2005  

  Boston Liturgical Dance Ensemble at Robsham Theater, Boston College 
Coordinator: Christine Syner 

 
 

Inter-Faith Understanding Series 
January 9 – February 13, 2006 

Five week series 
January 9……Protestantism - Professor James Weiss, Boston College 

January 23 ……The Orthodox Church - Very Rev. Fr. John K. Teebagy, 
St. John of Damascus Syrian Orthodox Church 

January 30…...Judaism - Professor / Rabbi Ruth Langer, Boston College 
February 6......Islam -  Imam Ibrahim Sayar and Salih Yucel, Boston Dialogue Foundation 

February 13......Buddhism - Professor Christopher Ives, Chair, Dept. of Religious Studies, Stonehill College 
Coordinator:  Peter Hartzel 

 
 
  

Discovering Spirituality: An Introspective 
March 13, 20, 27, 2006 – Three week series 

Presenters: Sister Betsy Conway, CSJ, Susan Troy, M.Div., Betty Murray and Deacon Larry Bloom 
Coordinator:  Elizabeth Murray 

 

Seder Supper 
April 11, 2006 

Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 
 

Special Event: Author Angela Bonavoglia 
April 28, 2006 

Author Angela Bonavoglia speaks on her book, 
GOOD CATHOLIC GIRLS, 

A ―Top Ten Women‘s History Books of 2005‖ selection 
Coordinator: Christine Syner 

 

 

Bible Study: The Gospel of John 
April 24 – May 15, 2006 – Four week series 
An in-depth study of ―The Mystical Gospel‖ 

Emphasis on light and darkness, treatment of women 
Reference text: The Gospel and Epistles of John, by Rev. Raymond Brown 

Instructor: Don Pachuta, MD 
  



 

Book Discussion Group 
May 22, June 5, 12, 19, 2006 – Four week series 

THE SINS OF SCRIPTURE by Bishop John Spong 

Discussion Leader: Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 

                                     
 

2004 / 2005 
 
 
 

Day of Healing 
September 18, 2004 

Don Pachuta, M.D., and Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 
 
 

Workshop: Lay-led Communion Services 
October 24, 2004 

Producer/Presenter: Deacon Larry Bloom 
 

Biblical Exegesis Explained 
October 28 - November 1, 2004 

Three week series 
Presenter: Peter Hartzel 

 
 

Bible Study: Gospel of Matthew 
November 8 – 22, 2004 

Three week series 
Presenter: Deacon Larry Bloom 

 
 
 

One-Woman Dramatic Presentation on Mary 
December 2, 2004 

Coordinator:  Elizabeth Murray 
 
 
 

History of Catholic Church 
January 10 - February 7, 2005 

Five week series 
Presenters: Deacon Larry Bloom, Don Pachuta, M.D. 

Keynote Speaker:  Professor Patricia deLeeuw, Boston College 
 
 

Jesus and Paul 
February 28 – March 14, 2005 

Peter Jennings video– Three week series 
Coordinator: Elizabeth Murray 

 
 

Seder Supper 
March 22, 2005 

Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 
 



 

A Time for Healing 
April – May, 2005 
Four week series 

In-depth exploration of Healing and Prayer, Spirituality, mind-body connections 
with Meditation and other practical exercises 

Producer/Presenter: Don Pachuta, M.D. 
 
 
 
 

Book Discussion Group 
May 16 - June 6, 2005 

Four week series 
IMAGINING A NEW CHURCH, Bill Huebsch, editor 

Discussion Leader: Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2003 / 2004 
 
 
 
 

The Contemporary Church in Light of Vatican II 
October 2 – 23, 2003 (four week series) 

AIM Lecture Series 
Eileen Snow, Lecturer 

 
 

The Vision of Vatican II for Today 
November 3 – December 1, 2003 

Five week video series 
Recorded Lectures by Fr. Michael Himes – Boston College 

Coordinators: Sally Gould and Deacon Larry Bloom 
 
 

Lay Ministry Workshop 
January 18, 2004 

Demonstration of Liturgy of the Hours – Antiphonal – lay-led 
Demonstration of Communion Services – lay-led 

Deacon Larry Bloom, Instructor/Coordinator 

 
Day of Healing 

February 21, 2004 
An Exploration of the Nature of Healing in Scripture, Prayer, Meditation 

Presenters: Rev. Stephen Josoma, Don Pachuta, M.D. and Deacon Larry Bloom 
 
 

From Jesus to Christ 
March 1-24, 2004 

Four week video series 
Coordinator: Betty Murray 

 
 
 
 



Seder Supper 
April 6, 2004 

Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 
 

Acts of the Apostles 
April 26 -May 17, 2004 

Scripture Study with Background and History 
Four session series 

Presenters: Deacon Larry Bloom, Don Pachuta, M.D. 
 

Book Discussion Group 
June 4 – 25 

Four week series 
TOMORROW‘S CATHOLIC by Michael Morwood, MSC 

Discussion Leader: Rev. Stephen Josoma 
 

 

 

2002 / 2003 
 
 
 
 

Bus trip to Holocaust Art, McMillan Art Museum 
And 

Lecture by Cardinal Walter Casper, 
President of the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews 

November 6, 2002 
Coordinator:  Deacon Larry Bloom 

 
 
 
 

Soup with Sister Bridget Haase 
March 10 – April 17, 2003 

Five Weeks of Lenten Reflections 
                           Coordinators: Rev. Stephen Josoma, Karen McDougall, Deacon Larry Bloom 
 

Seder Supper 
April 14, 2003 

Rev. Stephen Josoma 
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